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CONVENTION 2011
By Ron Dill

On Sunday, Jan 30, 50 registrants and their guests
(about 85 people total) began arriving at the Holiday
Inn, East Gate, in Kissimmee for the 2011 SACC
National Convention. This year’s convention came
quickly on the heels of the 2010 Convention in Bowling Green, KY, because
the host chapter (the Sunshine State Chapter) had planned for the
Convention to follow the NCRS Winter Regional in “Old Town” across the
street. This gave attendees the opportunity to extend their stay in sunny
Florida by attending both the
Convention and the Regional –
thereby missing out on the bad snow
storms in the Northeast. The local Chamber of Commerce supported
both the Convention and the Regional with wonderful Florida winter
weather.
Unfortunately, because of the winter time scheduling
of the convention, there were very few solid axle cars
in attendance. People had stored their cars for the
winter and with the dire predictions being made by the
weatherman, they were reluctant to get the cars out of
the garage. So, people drove late model Vettes or their
Tin Cars to the convention. While we would have
liked to see more cars – the fact that people braved the
bad weather to join us in Central Florida is very
heartening and we thank them all for coming.
After the event registration process, people had a chance to look over the SACC shirt and hat sales counter
as well as the items donated for the silent auction
which was going to be held during the Banquet on
Tuesday night. The reception gave everyone time to
catch up on old
times
with
friends
from
around
the
country (Jerry
Little, from the
NWSACC
Chapter
in
Seattle had to
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have traveled the most distance to get to Kissimmee.).
The
finger
food on the
reception table
disappeared in
a hurry, but
there
was
plenty of ham
left over for
sandwiches.
Tuesday morning, early, we lined up for the caravan
to the “Big Daddy” Don Garlits Museum of Drag
Racing just South of Ocala. It was about an hour and
45 minute ride and thanks to the hard work of Frank
and Del Dreano – designers of the basic route – no
one got lost. This was a remarkable achievement

considering all the traffic lights and turns on the route.
I expect most of our membership remembers “Big
Daddy” and his museum is full of restored passenger
cars from the 40s as well as restored cars that he had

raced over the years. In addition, there were race cars
from other personalities on the racing circuit in the
60s, 70s and 80s – Shirley “Cha-Cha” Muldowney,
“Jungle Jim” Liberman, Connie “The Bounty Hunter”
Kalitta, and many others. It is a very neat place and
brings back lots of memories of sitting in the
grandstands at the local drag Strip.
We departed the Museum for a 40 minute ride through
the countryside to Lady Lakes and the Harbor Hills
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Country Club for lunch. The Country Club is located with a
wonderful view, over the golf course, of Lake Griffin and it is
just down the road from the The Villages where our lunch,
and very special, speaker lives. After the nice lunch, our
speaker and guest of honor – Betty Skelton Erde – was

introduced. In her career as an airplane pilot
and car driver, Mrs Skelton set 17 aviation and
automobile records. For example, in 1951 she
set an altitude world record for light planes at
29,050 feet and she held the speed record for
piston aircraft with 421.6 mph over a 3 mile
closed course. And, she was the first woman
to drive a jet car over 300 mph at the
Bonneville Salt Flats. In the mid-50s and early 60s she had owned 10 different Corvettes and set numerous
records. She got her private pilot license at the age of 16 and her commercial pilot license at the ripe old age
of 18. She flew her stunt biplane in many air shows and was famous for cutting a ribbon suspended between
two poles at 10 feet above the ground with her engine propeller –
while flying upside down……… Her aircraft – the Little Stinker
– hangs (upside down) in the
Smithsonian Air and Space
Museum at Dulles Airport. And,
her red C-5 carries the name Little
Stinker II – hopefully, she keeps
that wheel side down. In 2001 she
was inducted into the Corvette Hall of Fame in Bowling Green.
Her picture hangs in the great hall along with the picture of
Noland Adams. She is a very remarkable woman, and we were honored to be in her company.
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Tuesday morning was Tech Session Time.
The first presenter was Mike Kokolis from
Glassworks, The Hardtop Shop. (Our thanks to Tom
Blount and Tyler Townsley for getting us a hardtop for
the discussion.) The Glassworks folks have built a lift
system used to remove and store hard tops when they
are not on the car. The system can be – safely –

operated by one person (it would no longer be
necessary to draft your spouse or some passerby on
the street to help remove the top). It has a key fob to
control lift/lowering the top and special foam points
to secure the top in place on the straps. It really is a
nice package and they demonstrated the use at the
regional and I expect that they will have it in their
vender space at Carlisle as well. Coming down the
pike, Glassworks will be marketing a similar device to
help lift the body off the frame during restoration.
Next up was Billy Dawson from Corvette Correction.
Billy builds a C-1 replacement frame as well as
building and selling Resto-mods. His frame is perfect
for the C-4 engine, transmission and rear end and fits
perfectly under a vintage C-1 body. This gives you the
convenience and reliability of the late model Vettes

and the
good
looks
of the
C-1.
We
then
adjourned to the parking lot to look at Billy’s current ride.
His ride is a beautiful Silver ’61 with all the C-4 parts and a
special dash and interior. The engine compartment is very
nice – very clean. Really, a very nice car but I’m not sure it
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ought to be called a C-1 – it is a little like comparing a Model T and a GT-40.
The morning sessions ended up with Lance Miller and
the Briggs Cunningham #3 ’60 Corvette Race Car.
The car is beautifully restored to just the way it was
when it was transported to Le Mans back in 1960
where it finished first in class and 8th overall in the 24
hour race. One of the original drivers from back then
still
lives –
John
Fitch.
And,
this
year in celebration for the 50 year anniversary of the 1960
race Lance and John took the car back to Le Mans for a
couple of laps
on the famous
course. Nice
decal on the windshield, don’t you think? Lance pointed out
some of the things on the car which we tend to forget in
today’s age of computer technology. First, there was a shovel
in the trunk
because if you
slid off the
road, the driver
would have to
dig himself out of the mud and push the car back to the track.
Second, this car had a big tank but the course is/was 8 miles
long so it was critical to keep an eye on your fuel supply – if
the driver ran out of gas, he had to push the car all the way
back to the pits by himself. Most likely, running out of fuel
was the kiss of death. Lance wore a T-shirt that pretty
much explains it all. The #3 car was a 290 horse Fuel
Injected model and no expense was spared in making
it exactly as it was when it was in the race.
Something over 3,700 hours were spent in the
restoration
effort and it
really is one
fine
restoration.
The afternoon
session on Tuesday was reserved for the Membership meeting. The
SACC Board, headed by Max Brockhouse, met with all interested
members to discuss SACC issues. The specifics of the meeting will
be in the On Solid Ground; however, I mentioned some of the issues
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near and dear to our hearts in a separate article
elsewhere in the newsletter. However, I should
mention, here, that the Arizona Chapter will be
hosting the 2012
Convention
in
Fountain Hills, AZ.
The event will be
January 15-17, 2012
and will be just
before
the
Scottsdale Barrett-

Jackson Auction. Start making your
plans now to join the action out there
and enjoy the mild Arizona Winter
Weather.
The last scheduled event for the
convention was the Banquet on our
guest speaker, Lance Miller, treated us

to a power point slide show and a
running description of the trials and
tribulations associated with the effort to

take the #3 car to Le Mans for the 50 year celebration. Lance’s
father, Chip, had graduated from High School in 1960 and the
Le Mans race and the Corvettes were big in the news at the
time. Right then, Chip decided that he was going to own one
of those cars someday and eventually his dream came true.
Pursuit of the car took a number of years to 1) be able to afford
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the car, and 2) actually track the old racer down as it had been processed through about 7 different owners
since race days – and, had been converted back to a non-race Corvette for normal every day use. Once the
car was found and the restoration started the dream was expanded to include taking it to Carlisle for the 50
year anniversary. Chip was unable to see his dream fulfilled as he succumbed, far too soon, to Amyloidosis
– a rare disease that often is mentioned in the Dr House TV show which often deals with rare and unusual
diseases. Lance picked up the effort and early this year were able to continue “Living the Dream” when the
car circled the Le Mans track with John Fitch (one of
the original drivers in 1960) behind the wheel.
Despite the current state of the economy, Karen and
Mike Russo had collected a number of donated items
from various vendors and from various SACC

members. The items were displayed on tables around the
room and were eventually sold to Convention Attendees

through a silent auction. The proceeds of
the auction amounted to $1,862 and
Karen and Mike Russo presented a check
for that amount to Lance Miller for the
Chip Miller Charitable Foundation for
Amyloidosis Research.
Sponsors:
The following sponsors, in
alphabetical order, supported the 2011 SACC
Convention with monetary donations,
merchandise, and their time. We appreciate their support and should you find yourself in need of any of their services,
please give them first consideration.
American Collector Insurance
Bardahl
California Car Cover
Car Art Work
Carlisle Events, Inc.
Condon & Skelly
Corvette America
Corvette Central
Corvette Correction
Dana Forrester
Diamond Black Classics
Duragloss
Eckler’s
Glassworks – “The Hardtop Shop”

Kerry Keller
Kirban Performance Products
Hagerty Insurance Agency, Inc.
Mother’s
Meguairs
National Corvette Museum
Paragon
Ocean Potion USA
RockAuto.com
Stoudt Auto Sales
Stoner, Inc.
Vette Magazine
Vette Vues
Zip Products
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JC Taylor
In addition, Brad Bean and Karen & Mike Russo donated items for the silent auction.
And, a very special thank you to Betty Skelton Erde and Lance Miller for their presentations and participation in the
convention – clearly, it would not have been the same without them.

Hot Stuff and Special Notices:
1. Annual Dues were due 1 January, 2011. Please note, your address label always indicates the date your
current dues expire.
2. For those of you where dues are unpaid, your address label indicates “Expired” in red and this will be your last
Solid Times.
3. In attempt to reduce the Chapter’s administrative costs, we have provided an option on the 2011 SSSACC
membership application to have your Solid Times delivered by electronic mail only.
4. See the details for the May SSSACC event in Sarasota. The write up is towards the end of this newsletter.

FROM THE DRIVER’S SEAT
By President Mike Russo

WE DID IT!! …… the convention that is. No way, a year
ago and just starting a chapter, did I think we would even
consider hosting a national convention. Of course, that was
until Brad Bean opened his big mouth. Now that it’s over;
and couldn’t have been any better; this is one of the times
I’m glad Brad did speak up. I want to thank everyone who
helped and supported the convention.
Speaking for myself, the highlight of the convention can be
summed up in two words: Betty Skelton I’m especially
thankful to Dick & Lucy Kesler for making “Betty happen”
for all of us to enjoy.
Now that we have made it thru our first year as a chapter, I
must tell you that without Ron Dill and my wife Karen, we
might exist; but, thanks to them, they made it a banner year.
I can’t thank them enough for making our chapter
successful.
We have signed-up some new members, bringing our total
to 51. Our renewals are coming in slowly, but we are
optimistic that we will retain a large percentage of members
and continue to add more. We have had ideas from several
members concerning activities for the upcoming year, and
hopefully they will be well attended.
Once again, thanks to all who help make the Corvette hobby
great.
In the words of Chip Miller,….. Life is Good.
Mike (Snip) Russo

SACC/CHAPTER MEETING
By Ron Dill

A meeting is held during the National Convention with
the SACC National and Chapter Officers or their

designated representatives. While the official minutes
of the joint Board/Chapter meeting will soon appear in
the On Solid Ground magazine, we have recapped
some of the items of general interest for our chapter
membership below.
Chapter/National Logo. There has been considerable
discussion about whether we could use the SACC
Logo without having to get permission from SACC
Headquarters. And, thanks to the SACC Board, we
now have a set of rules to go by. Essentially, the use
of the Logo is broken into two parts.
1. The first part deals with the SACC
National logo. The SACC Logo is
the round logo we are all familiar
with – it adorns patches, shields,
shirts and hats. The SACC National Logo can
ONLY be used with the specific permission of
the SACC Board. Typically, the board will allow
the use of the National logo on chapter projects as
long as the use is approved first. Approval is
usually pretty automatic as long as the project is an
appropriate use of the Logo and it is not in direct
conflict with something being produced by SACC.
2. The second part deals with the approved chapter
logo. And, as you might expect, within this area
we have two separate issues.
a. The chapter logo is the National Logo with the
chapter name encircling the logo
on the outside – it is traditionally
used
to
identify
Chapter
correspondence. When the two
parts of the logo (the chapter name
and the SACC Logo) are combined it becomes
the chapter logo. We can use that chapter logo
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on any chapter project approved by the chapter
board.
b. In addition, we can use the National SACC
Logo on a T-shirt, or whatever; however, it
must be directly linked to the chapter name.
For instance, we could develop a club T-shirt
that had the SACC logo on the front and as
long as we had the “Chapter Name” printed
boldly and adjacent to the SACC logo – that
would be OK. However, the chapter name on
the back of the shirt and the SACC Logo on
the front would not be ok.
National Finances. There has been some discussion
concerning just how the dues paid to SACC are
actually used. When our Treasurer briefs assets on
hand it sounds like we have a large amount of unused
cash available. Just so you will know – that is not
true. Current annual dues are $35 and of that roughly
$27.50 goes towards publication and distribution of the
On Solid Ground magazine. The remaining $7.50 is
used in the day to day operation of the organization.
Some is used for postage (the On Solid Ground bulk
rate postage is about $1 an issue, if a member requests
back copies or replacement copies the cost to mail
those issues is roughly double the bulk rate); and, some
goes to pay for the event liability insurance that
protects the organization should there be an accident at
a club sponsored activity. Of the current cash on hand,
once the expected magazine costs, the known
operating expenses, and advance paid dues are taken
out – we have approximately $6,000 in the kitty to
handle normal operating costs and unexpected costs,
etc. Of the $6,000, approximately 50% is profit from
shirt and hat sales and convention activities. The other
50% is, essentially, unobligated dues money.
Club Activities. We were discussing things that could
be done by the chapters to generate both a good time
and possibly more membership. The NWChapter is
planning a C-1 and vintage T Bird outing. They are
getting together with some folks from the local ’55-’57
T Bird club and will have a joint event. They plan to
have a caravan and will alternate a T Bird and then a
Corvette of the same year in the line. Sounded like
fun. And, the SOCALChapter recently held a “Safety
Inspection” event. Chapter members brought their cars
in for a safety inspection where brakes, lights, etc.
were tested/inspected. Of the 14 C-1 cars entered in
the inspection process – none passed!! Anyway, this
generated a lot of interest and not only do the original
14 want to be re-inspected, but a number of other

members have indicated that they want to go through
the inspection process during their next event. Both of
these things sound interesting and we should keep
them in mind when planning our chapter event
schedules.
Membership Number and Dues Status.
Lucy
Badenhoop wanted to remind us all that the On Solid
Ground Magazine mailing label contains some
information in addition to your mailing address.
Included on the label is your SACC Membership
number and the date that your dues actually expire.
Since we are on a calendar year basis, and since you
have all paid this year’s dues, that label entry should
probably show 31 Dec 2011 as the date you dues are
paid through to. If you pay some attention to that label
you should have the answer to that “age old” question
of “I wonder if I remembered to pay my dues?” We do
something similar on our chapter newsletter labels;
however, if your dues have actually expired we mark
the expiration date on the label in red as “expired.”
Chapter Newsletter Distribution. The fundamental
rule with chapter newsletter is that all members get
either a paper or electronic copy of the newsletter.
After that, we send copies to the SACC National
Officers, the Presidents of the other local chapters, Bill
Herron (the Liability Insurance point of contact) and to
Ken Amrick (the On Solid Ground Editor). This helps
us to see what other chapters are doing and spreads
good ideas throughout the organization. During the
meeting, National Officers and some Chapter
Presidents indicated that they were not always
receiving the chapter newsletters – I will review my
process for the newsletters I edit and make certain our
chapters are in compliance.
Regional Representative. A couple of years back,
SACC had created three “Regional Director” positions.
These people had seats on the SACC National board
and were supposed to function as a go between for the
chapters and the SACC National Staff. In addition,
they were supposed to blow the SACC horn at car
shows, auctions, etc. drumming up new membership
and, potentially, new chapters. The Eastern Regional
Area Representative has been Ken Amrick and his two
year position was up for election and John Battista
stepped up to assume that position.
Our
congratulations to John – we are expecting big things
to come from this!!

SUNSHINE CHAPTER ANNUAL MEETING
By Karen Russo
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The Sunshine State Chapter of the Solid Axle Corvette
Club (SSSACC) annual meeting was held at 1 PM,
Saturday, January 29th in the SACC tent at the NCRS
Winter Regional in Kissimmee (Old Town), FL.
Due to technical difficulties, a motion was made by Karen
Russo, SSSACC secretary, (and approved by the attending
members) to dispense with the reading of the 2010 meeting
minutes.
o

A membership update was given by the secretary –
there were 38 members after the 2010 meeting; 7
additional members joined thru 2010 (4 new members
joined at the SACC tent set-up at the 2011 NCRS
event), for a total of 49 members in the Sunshine State
Chapter.

(Post meeting note: 51 SSSACC members as of
02/05/2011)
o

Treasurer’s report (given by the secretary) – cash
on hand $612.00 after the Jan. 2010 meeting;
$8865.00 income (from new member & renewal
dues, 2011 convention monies); $672.26 expenses
(newsletter printing, postage, supplies, website,
and room deposit for Harbor Hills CC) – leaving a
balance in the treasury of $8804.74 (of which 2011
SACC national convention costs remain to be
paid).

Immediately prior to the 2011 SACC Convention in
Kissimmee, FL, the Florida Chapter of NCRS held the
Winter Regional judging event. This is a pretty big
deal in Central Florida. Essentially, it is a mini version
of Corvettes at Carlisle with lots of parts vendors,
Corvette Spectators and pretty cars. This year there

New Business

o

Election of officers – The 2010 officers were
voted-in to serve for 2011.

o

Spring event – Bill Herron presented an idea for a
SSSACC event held in Sarasota, FL on May 6th –
8th, 2011. Bill took an assignment to draft an event
flyer for Ron Dill to include in the “Solid Times”
due out in early February.

o Possible future SSSACC events were discussed.
Tom Blount mentioned some events held in Fall
2011: HSR in mid-October, and Silver Springs
the 1st weekend in November.
o

were about 24 C-1s being judged along with several
more nice cars in the “Sportsman” class – an unjudged
class with special parking privileges for those that
bring their cars to the Regional.

It was suggested that Tom Blount serve as event
coordinator for the club. Everyone agreed that was
a good idea (although we’re not sure Tom did).

There being no further new business, the annual
meeting was adjourned at 2 PM.
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Russo, Secretary,
SSSACC
01/29/2011

NCRS WINTER REGIONAL
By Ron Dill
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during the development of the Mercury engine and the
ZR-1 suspension as GM was putting together the ZR-1
package for sale (The ZR1 was released to the sales
force in 1990.). Tyler not only owns the car but has
the test equipment that was used to monitor the
performance of the vehicle on the test track. The car is

Simultaneously, with the Regional – Mecum was
holding their auction down the road a couple of miles.
We understand that ’53 #129 was offered at $250,000,
but not sold.
Other than the sale, or no sale, of #129 there were a
couple of other interesting cars in attendance. First
and foremost, member Tyler Townsly had his ’55 on
hand. Tyler recently got the car back on the road after

a very neat piece of history and a winner of the NCRS
American Heritage Award.

an extended period of time (I won’t embarrass him by
telling you how many years it has been off the road)
where it sat neglected in the back of his garage. It
looked good Tyler.
Also, Tyler had his 1988
Prototype ZR-1 on display. The ’88 is, of course, a C4 but of interest as it was one of the test mules used
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’57 # 10 was being judged. According to what I heard,
this car was, quite possibly, the first Fuel Injected car
and was used as a test vehicle and to demonstrate the
benefits of fuel injection.
However, actual
documentation of those facts seems a bit sparse and the
NCRS judges were concerned that with a VIN of 10, it
was a bit early in the production cycle for the typical
FI engines. There was lots of discussion going on
about the originality of the car and I don’t know just
what conclusion was reached.
Fred Rice (Carolinas Chapter President) found a car
being judged that he had worked on as a young man
(back in the 60’s). He had thought of the car often
over the years and was very surprised to find it in Old
Town on the judging lot. The car is a 33,000 mile ’55

attended, down roughly 50% from peak years. Bill

Herron drove up from Sarasota with top down on his
‘57, and upon arrival, collected all 6 entered solid axles

into one group.
that was bought new in New York and still is owned
by the original owner’s son. The car was delivered in
1956 and the Indian Head ornament was installed on
the hood because it was
associated with the name of
the family estate in NY.
Fred said that the owner
would specifically ask for
him whenever the car
needed service – Fred would
take a Cadillac out to the
estate and pick the Corvette up for service. When he
brought it back the owner always tipped him a $20 bill.
Darn good money in those days!! Fred had a chance to
catch up on old times with the son of the first owner
who had brought the car in for judging. ‘Tis a small
world, don’t you think?

SSSACC attendees included: Bill

Herron and his red ’57 and Tom Blount and his
silver/white ’60. Two other SACC members were in

SILVER SPRINGS
By Tom Blount

The 13th annual Silver Springs Corvette show
sponsored by Marion County Corvette Club was held
in early November. We were treated to great weather
(well, for snowbirds, anyway) and about 175 cars
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attendance with their black/silver ’58 (the people’s
choice winner) and a red ’62. And SSSACC member
John Luther had his black ’57 parked with his local
Corvette Club.
SSSACC recruiter, Tom Blount, handed out several
SSSACC brochures and membership applications to
solid axle drivers.

SSSACC

Membership Stood at 33, on
7 February 2011
Membership renewals for 2011 are not complete at this
time. At the moment, 18 members have not renewed.
So, the Chapter Total above only reflects renewed
members for 2011 and new members picked up since
the last issue. The traditional inventory of cars and the
membership map will return in the May issue of Solid
Times.
New Members:
Harold Guisewhite
Kathy Ilowiecki
Whitney McFarlin
Allan Weiner
John Ames
William Conlon
Jerry Little
Richard Mozzetta
J.C. O'Steen
Jerry Showalter

Palm Bay, FL
Andover, MA
Lakeland, FL
Melbourne, FL
Brooksville, FL
Silver Springs, MD
Normandy Park, WA
Micco, FL
Tallahassee, FL
Wesley Chapel, FL

CARLISLE 2011
By Ron Dill

Next year will be the 50th birthday bash at Carlisle
for 1961 Corvettes. Start planning – now – to
take your car to Carlisle for the bash. Carlisle
productions has updated their web site for 2011,
http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/corvettes/
– check them out for details or call their office at
717- 243-7855. The man in charge of this effort is
Joseph V. Clemente, 610-212-9607 or e-mail at
MR35TH@aol.com.

WANT ADS
By Ron Dill

FOR SALE:
For Sale 1959 Corvette, 283/290 Fuel Injected
Black/Sateen Silver coves and Red Interior. All correct all
matching, nut & bolt NCRS Restoration completed in 2010.
Absolutely no expense spared on this restoration. Will be
Top Flight Judged this Spring. Serious inquiries only.

SSSACC # 17, Brian Whitehead, Cell 301-440-8400, or email bdperformance@comcast.net.

For Sale 1963 Corvette Grand Sport Convertible,
Penske Sunoco Racing Tribute. Blue/Black Interior.

Fresh 350/450 HP w/Brodix heads & Intake. Fresh
Tremec 5 Speed, Dana 44 Rear. A Stunning Auto
based on a tube Chassis with fresh C-4 brakes, running
gear, Koni Adjustible coil Overs. A perfect 10 to
cruise or vintage race. Serious inquiries only. Brian
Whitehead, SSSACC # 17, Cell 301-440-8400 or email bdperformance@comcast.net.
1964 Corvette For Sale or trade for a C-1. The price
was recently lowered to $65,000 firm. It is a rare
Fuelie, Frame Off Restoration, All Original, numbers
matching. The car is 1 of 1,325 made with a 375 HP in
a coupe. Vin is 40837S103678. Engine L-84, 375 HP,
M20 4 Speed, Daytona Blue, Blue Leather Trim, 370
Positraction Axle, Quick take-off wheels, 670X15 4
Ply BW, Vacuum Power Brakes, PB AM/FM Radio,
Tinted Glass, Tinted Windshield, Window Sticker,
Jack and a lot more. Joe Connolly, MASACC # 195,
e-mail wkender@gmail.com or Cell at 973-703-5513.
‘53/’55 Door strikers For Sale. Sold only in pairs,
satisfaction guaranteed or just return them. Bob
Traintafillos, MASACC # 205, Call 203-888-8802.
For Sale C-1 Original Pot Metal headlight bucket
for ’53-’55, $275.00. This item is in perfect condition
and has never been damaged. This same item lists for
$375.00 in Grossmullers catalog. John Battista, SACC
# 1835, MASACC # 16, SSSACC # 9 & NCRS
#25600, 54vette@comcast.net, or 302-381-9786.
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For Sale a new, never installed 61-62 WHITE
Convertible top skin (no pads), still in the box from
Al Knoch. Asking $200 plus shipping. Hal Emrich,
MASACC # 170, Phone 215-353-8243, located in
Eastern PA
For Sale Tires, they were used on my 60 Vette for
NCRS Judging this past Jan. and July, 2010. The car
received a Top Flight at both judging events. They are
Coker 670-15 black walls with about 200 miles on
them (the spare is new with no miles on it). All five
tires are in excellent shape with all the nubs on the
sides. Asking $400.00 plus shipping for all five tires.
Contact Wayne Withrow, at (352) 683-4675 or e-mail
at wcwithr@hotmail.com. SSSACC #24

OLD TOWN CORVETTE SHOW
By Ron Dill

A tradition in Kissimmee is that the Sunday after the
Winter Regional finishes, the Classic Corvette Club of
Orlando hosts a Corvette show. This is always a well
attended event and the proceeds benefit charity.

!!!NOTICE!!! CARLISLE PARKING
By Ron Dill

As they say – “The times, they are a changing.” We have
received a letter from Carlisle Productions regarding the
traditional SACC/MASACC reserved space at Carlisle.
Essentially, to retain our reserved space, just inside gate #3
(or any reserved space at future Corvettes at Carlisle
events), we need to have a minimum of 20 pre-registered
cars! Also, they will only reserve the number of parking
spaces based on the number of pre-registered cars, so no
more holding spaces for daily “drive-ins.”
We always end up with enough cars on Friday & Saturday
to meet the new minimum; however, many of our members
don't always pre-register. Or, if they pre-registered, they
may not choose the “Solid Axle Corvette Club” from the
drop down listing as their club affiliation. Some may leave
the space blank, some may fill in MASACC, SSSACC,
NCRS or another local club in the fill in block.
Unfortunately, filling in SACC, MASSACC or SSSACC
presents a problem because when tabulating club totals, the
computer does not recognize any of these as being Solid
Axle Corvette related clubs.
So, we know that many of our members are also NCRS,
NCCC or other Corvette Club members – but if you plan to
park at the SACC tent inside gate 3 on Friday or Saturday,
we encouraging pre-registration and please choose the
“Solid Axle Corvette Club” from the drop down list when
registering.

The February show was particularly important because

(Note: This does not appear to be an effort on the part of Carlisle
Productions to pick on us, specifically; the letter went to all clubs
that have reserved space at Carlisle. However, we are a small
organization with a very lucrative parking area so we need to
comply with the rules and watch our space carefully. Editor)

SAVE A TREE - UPDATE
By Ron Dill

I’m sure you all noticed ☺, we have included a check off
block on the new 2011 SSSACC membership application
where you can arrange for your quarterly newsletter to be
delivered via e-mail rather than by snail mail.
At this point, 33 members have renewed their dues and 8, or
about 25% of the renewals have elected to receive the Solid
Times by e-mail.

SSSACC EVENT - HERRON’S MAY SOIREE
By Ron Dill

Frank Dreano’s freshly touched up ’61 was in
attendance and, she was lookin good!!!

Planning is underway for the next SSSACC chapter event.
Bill Herron has volunteered to be the point man for the
effort. Current plans are to hold a SSSACC technical
session at his house/Garage Mahal/Motorhead Lodge in
Sarasota on Friday afternoon May 6 with supper afterwards
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at Dino’s Pizza. He has lined up a historically significant
and rarely seen solid axel car to be on his lift for all to
examine in detail. On Saturday, 7 May, we will caravan to
and participate in the Skyway Corvette Club fun show at

SSSACC ON THE WEB
By Ron Dill

The web address for SSSACC on the web is
http://www.sssacc.org. If you have not done so already,
please update your favorites or book marks.
Our web curator is Ron Dill, contact him if you have
questions or suggestions concerning the design and update
of the site.
Our web hosting service provides a mail system and we
have established e-mail addresses for the club officers. In
all cases, we will use the officer position followed by
sssacc.org – for example, sssacc-editor@sssacc.org and
sssacc-vice-president@sssacc.org. The new addresses are
listed after the officer’s names located after the new member
announcement near the end of the newsletter. Mail to the
new SSSACC.org address is automatically forwarded to the
officers Internet address of record. The advantage to this is
that when an officer changes their Internet address it just
takes one entry to correct rather than having to notify
everyone in the SSSACC address book.

SSSACC MEMBER CARS WEB PAGE
By Ron Dill

Our member car page is gradually growing – someday we
hope to have a picture of every member’s car posted on the
site – currently, there are 35 cars pictured on the web site.
Check to see if your pride and joy is there. As you can see
when you visit the site, we identify the car by year and the
owner’s last name. In addition, we can say anything you
would like to say about the car (see the text below the
picture of my ‘61, as an example). If you would like to
participate in this, please send me (the editor and web
curator) a picture of the car, or you and the car (a paper
photo will work but we’d rather have a high resolution
digital image), and whatever you would like for the caption
to say.

St Armand’s Circle, with dinner and a cruise night at
Hooter’s afterwards. In order to park the cars together at
the show they need to arrive together; hence, Bill’s house
would be the caravan staging area early Saturday morning.
Then on Sunday morning we meet, again, at Bills to caravan
to the Muscle Car City Museum (about 50 miles south).
After visiting the museum and lunch at their 50s diner, we
start the journey home. The host motel (the AmericInn of
Sarasota, 5931 Fruitville Road) is right at exit 210 off I-75
near Bill’s.
For more details see the event registration near the end of
this newsletter or contact Bill at 941-350-1330 or a note to
sebringbill@comcast.net

EDITOR COMMENTS
By Ron Dill

We hope that the newsletter continues to provide you with useful information. As we’ve indicated in the past, the basic format of this
document is flexible and, if we have information that is of interest to the SSSACC community, we’ll print it.
We will send the newsletter out early in November, February, May and August. Therefore, please send any items you may have for
publication to me by the 15th of the month preceding the issue in which you would like the item to appear.
In summary, this is the club newsletter – if there is something you would like to see here, please let me know.

THINGS TO DO
Where
Daytona, FL

When
Feb 15 – 21, 2011

What
Daytona Speed Week

Who
www.daytonainternationalspeedway.com
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Amelia Island, FL
Miami, FL
Daytona Beach, FL
Port Canaveral, FL
Sarasota, FL
Ponce Inlet, FL
Novi, MI
Sebring, FL
Lakeland, FL
Fountain Hills, AZ
San Diego, CA
Hampton, VA

Mar 13, 2011
Mar 13, 2011
Mar 25 – 27, 2011
April 16, 2011
May 6 – 8, 2011
May 7, 2011
July 17 - 22, 2011
Oct 13 – 16, 2011
Oct 14 – 15, 2011
Jan 15 – 17, 2012
Jun 30 - Jul 4, 2012
Summer 2013

Concourse d’Elegance
All Corvette Car Show
Spring Car Show & Swap Meet
Vettes at the Port
SSSACC Weekend Event
Corvettes on the Circle
NCRS, National Convention
Historical Sportscar Racing
The Lake Mirror Classic
SACC National Convention
NCRS, National Convention
NCRS, National Convention

www.ameliaconcours.org
www.sunshinecorvetteclub.com
www.daytonabeachcarshows.com
capekennedycorvetteclub.com
Bill Herron, sebringbill@comcast.net
www.ponceinletcorvetteclub.com/
Stay Tuned
www.hsrrace.com
www.lakemirrorclassic.com/
John Randolph, Icruise94@aol.com
Stay Tuned
Stay Tuned

WEEKLEY CAR SHOWS/CRUISE-INS
There are entirely too many weekly car shows and cruise-ins scheduled throughout the year in Florida to list them all here. However,
you can find many of the events listed at these web sites: www.Flacarshows.com, www.carshownews.com, and
www.floridacarclubs.com .

CHAPTER DUES
Dues are $15 per year ($18 for Canadian members electing delivery of a paper copy of the newsletter) and run from January through
December. Please send all dues to the Chapter Secretary, Karen Russo, at 2077 SW Heronwood Road, Palm City, FL 34990

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS
Please check your printed name and address on the back page of the newsletter. Send any corrections to the chapter secretary, Karen
Russo, at 2077 SW Heronwood Road, Palm City, FL 34990, or sssacc-secretary@sssacc.org. In addition, Karen maintains a
database of the cars owned and membership special interests that help us to focus club events. So, if you have changes there or to
your e-mail address, please let him know about those changes as well.

SSSACC OFFICERS
President
Mike Russo
2077 SW Heronwood Road
Palm City, FL 34990
(215) 514-2058
sssacc-president@sssacc.org

Vice President
Russ Sobczak
3215 Enterprise Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32312
(850) 383-8028
sssacc-vice-president@sssacc.org

Treasurer
Bob Locke
4248 Deste Court # 307
Lake Worth, FL 33467
(561) 963-2053
sssacc-treasurer@sssacc.org

Secretary
Karen Russo
2077 SW Heronwood Road
Palm City, FL 34990
(610) 331-1182
sssacc-secretary@sssacc.org

NEW MEMBER NOTICE
As indicated elsewhere in the newsletter, membership in the SSSACC is limited to members of the SACC. Please
remember to send your dues to the National Chapter and please provide your SACC membership number to the SSSACC
Secretary, Karen Russo. The SACC membership listing is in membership number sequence and it simplifies our
crosschecking of the membership rolls when we have that number to tie the two lists together.

Extra Pix – Please Enjoy
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By the way, a little Rumor Control seems in order
here!! There is absolutely no truth to the rumor
that 3 of our intrepid SSSACC members were
thrown out of the host hotel for bad behavior. It
is true, however, that we were thrown outta the bar – altho, it was not a behavior problem. Who woulda thought
that the hotel would have rules about bringing (much cheaper) outside alcoholic beverages into their bar!!!
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Sarasota Weekend, Herron’s May Soiree
Sunshine State SACC
MAY 6 - 8, 2011
Please indicate the events you plan to attend by placing a check in the appropriate boxes.
Friday, May 6
___

2:00 pm

Tech Session at Bill Herron’s Garage, 5033 Bunyan Street, Sarasota, FL 34232

___ 5:30 pm

Dinner at the Dino’s Pizza (All you can eat pizza, past, salad & desert)

___ 7:30 pm

Overnight at the AmericInn of Sarasota (you must make you own reservation, see below)

Saturday, May 7
___
___

7:00am
7:30-3:30pm

___
___

4:00 pm
9.00pm

Meet at Bill Herron’s to caravan to the Corvettes on the Circle Show
Corvettes on the Circle, you must register for this showearly and directly with the Skyway
Corvette Club – Registration is $25 which includes a “Corvettes on the Circle” Polo Shirt.
Cruise night and dinner at Hooters.
Overnight at the AmericInn of Sarasota (you must make you own reservation)

Sunday, May 8
___
___
___

8:00am
9:00am-1.00pm
1:00pm

Meet at Bill Herron’s to caravan to Muscle Car City
Tour Muscle Car City and lunch at the Diner
Depart for home

Event registration fee
$___10__
Dinner Friday
$ 7.00 X _____ people = $_______
Lance s Cruisin to the Hop – at Hooter’s
$5.00 per car (optional) = $ ______
Corvette on the Circle registration is $25 and limited to the first 150 cars, make your reservations directly with the Skyway
Corvette Club at circleshow@skywaycorvetteclub.com. The registration form is on-line at www.corvettesonthecircle.com.
Dinner Saturday night – on your own – order from the menu – NOTE: 15% Hooter’s discount for those signed up for Lance’s Cruise.
Sunday s access to Muscle Car City

$11.00 X _____ people = $_______
TOTAL
$_______

Send this registration form and a check made payable to Sunshine State SACC by April 23 to Bill Herron, SSSACC, 5033 Bunyan Street,
Sarasota, Florida 34232.
Name

(as it should appear on name tag) __________________________________________

Name of 2nd person __________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State _______ Zip ___________
Phone (

)

Cell Phone: (____)______________Email __________________________

____I am bringing a Corvette: Year ______ Color ______
Bill has reserved 8 rooms at the AmericInn of Sarasota
To make reservations for May 6 and 7 call 941-342-8778 or 800-634-3474, www.americinn.com/hotels/FL/Sarasota
Mention SSSACC rooms are $79.00 per night (plus tax)
I agree to insure my vehicle and property against loss, damage and liability. I agree to assume the risk of any and all damages or injury to
indemnify and hold harmless SACC its officers, directors, agents, employees and chapters for any acts or missions which may result in the
theft, damage, or destruction of my property or injury to me or others during or as a consequence of the event, wherever located.
Signed________________________________________________ Dated________________
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Sunshine State
Solid Axle Corvette
2011 Membership Application
Dues are $15 per year ($18 Canadian, if electing delivery of a paper newsletter). Membership
year is January 1 to December 31, 2011. Please make all checks (US Funds) payable to
“Sunshine State Solid Axle Corvette Club”
(Last)

(First)

(MI)

NAME ______________________________________________ SPOUSE __________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________
CITY ____________________________________ STATE _____________ ZIP _______________
e-MAIL ___________________________________
PHONE (

)_________________________

CELL (

)_____________________

SACC # ________________ SSSACC # ______________
Do you own a solid axle Corvette? No _________

Yes _________ If so, what year(s) _____________

Do you own any other Corvettes?

Yes _________ If so, what year(s) _____________

No _________

Club Activities Preferred, please mark with an X
_____ Shows, _____ Tours (shops, museums, etc.), _____ Road Tours, _____ Solid Axle related
information seminars, _____ Social functions.
How far would you travel for a club sponsored weekend event? _____________ miles

I would like to receive the Solid Times via e-mail only ________.
General Comments:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
SSSACC leadership is contacted from time to time by Chapter members wishing to contact other members in their area or with the
same year car. Unless you specifically indicate below, we will be free to share your phone number, mailing address and e-mail
address with other members requesting that information.

I do not want the following personal information shared with other Chapter members_______________.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail the completed application to: Sunshine State SACC, 2077 SW Heronwood Road, Palm
City, FL 34990 Questions? Call Karen Russo at (Verizon Cell) 610-331-1182 or 215-5142058.
* Reminder – You MUST be a member of SACC to become a member of SSSACC. *
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ROAD RULES
Solid Times is the quarterly newsletter for the
Sunshine State Chapter of the Solid Axle Corvette
Club and is published during the months of November,
February, May, and August. A copy is sent to each
member in good standing.
Membership in the Sunshine State Chapter is open
only to members of the parent organization, the
Solid Axle Corvette Club. The Solid Axle Corvette
Club is a non-profit organization serving members
with an interest in 1953 – 1962 model year Corvettes.
Ownership of a Solid Axle Corvette is not necessary to
become a member of the organization.
This newsletter provides a forum for members to
communicate with other members. As a result, the
newsletter will often contain member opinions. Those
opinions should not be construed as an endorsement by
SSSACC or the parent organization, SACC.
Direct all SACC Membership questions to:
SACC Membership
PO Box 2288
North Highlands, CA 95660
916-991-7040

SSSACC membership inquiries and corrections to
your mailing address should be directed to the club
secretary:
Karen Russo
2077 SW Heronwood Road
Palm City, FL 34990
(610) 331-1182
sssacc-secretary@sssacc.org
Please submit articles for publication to the editor.
Generally, articles for publication should follow the
broad theme of “Anything of interest to the Solid Axle
Corvette community.” Suggested items for publication
would include how-to articles, parts information,
performance issues, scheduled events, restoration or
repair information, and personal stories.
The Solid Times editor can be reached (Year Round) at:
Ron Dill, Editor SSSACC
501 Yorktown Road
Yorktown, VA 23693-3101
(757) 880-5445
sssacc-editor@sssacc.org
Note: The e-mail address is a high speed, so don’t hesitate to send
pictures or large binary objects.

Sunshine State Solid Axle Corvette Club
501 Yorktown Road
Yorktown, VA 23693

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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