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HERRONôS MAY SOIREE  
 

By Bill Herron 
 

On a quiet street in Sarasota one Friday an unassuming truck and trailer rolled to a stop in front 

of my house.  It wasn't quiet for long, as the sound of a fuel-injected small block Chevy race 

motor brought a wide grin to my face.  As the car stopped, I thought "what's the SR-2 doing in 

my garage?" and just couldn't 

seem to wipe off that grin! 
 

Bill Tower was gracious enough to 

bring his 1956 SR-2 to my 

"Garage Mahal" for display and a 

technical session on May 6th.  

Unfortunately the turnout was light 

but the enthusiasm was not!  This 

is the purpose-built SR-2 for 

racing; it had a hand-laid fiberglass 

body (the weave - a la 1953s - was 

evident throughout). The whole car 

weighed in at ~2200 lbs (!).  It was 

built on a 1956 chassis but nearly everything else was 

SR-2/race specific; Halibrand magnesium knock-off 

wheels, filled aluminum brake drums with metallic 

brakes, special Smokey Yunick headers and exhaust, 

dual windscreens, a headrest tailfin (concealing the 

huge aircraft type gas filler), air scoops through each 

door that ducted cooling air to the rear brakes and a 

whole lot more. This car placed 15th overall at the 

1957 Sebring 12-hour race.  
 

After waiting for the rain to subside (it rained 3" that 

afternoon!) Bill and the SR-2 headed for home. (At 

least the rain washed off some of the Lovebugs!)  A 

short caravan to Dino's Pizza for dinner and day 1 

ended. 
 

Just past dawn on Saturday everyone met at the 

Garage Mahal to head over to "Corvettes on the 

Circle" aka the St Armands Circle Corvette Show.  

This is a fun show on a beautiful piece of real 

estate in the middle of one of the nicest shopping 

areas known to mankind (or is that womankind...).  

The entries are limited to 150 Corvettes and come 

from all over Florida as well as the southeastern 

http://sssacc.org/
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states.  We arrived at the registration tent at about 7:15 am to find a pretty good line already in front of us.  SSSACC 

managed to present 5 Corvettes (nearly half the Solid Axles attending) and got our own special place to park together.  

At about 3:30 pm the show ended and we drove back to my garage for some minor repairs, then it was off to Lance's 

Cruisin to the Hop at Hooter's Sarasota for the monthly cruise night.  We made a splash with Lance when our 4 Solid 

Axle Corvettes pulled in.  Registering with Lance's cruise got a 15% discount at Hooters, so you can guess where we 

ate dinner... Everyone came away with either a door prize or a trophy that night. 
 

Sunday morning everyone gathered again at the 

Garage Mahal and caravanned about 50 miles south 

to Muscle Car City Museum in Punta Gorda.  Rick 

Treworgy has turned an empty Wal-Mart store into a 

spectacular display for his personal collection - 

nearly all GM and the majority Chevrolet.  About 6 

rows of Corvettes greeted us, starting with a 

beautiful Pennant Blue 1954 all the way up to a new 

ZR-1.  Rick especially likes 1967 big blocks - there 

was a whole row of 'em!  We had lunch right there at 

the diner and were introduced to Rick by SSSACC 

member Seth Holloway who lives nearby.  Rick is a 

most gracious fellow and was willing to talk with us 

for a couple hours!  He would be happy to help us have an event right at the Museum! (No, I'm not volunteering to do 

that - yet!)   
 

I want to publicly thank Bill Tower for taking the time and effort to bring the SR-2 to my garage.  I also want to thank 

the participants as well - I hope my May Soiree was fun. 
 

Event Pictures:  
The ñGarage Mahallò was full up. 

 

 

Did I mention the 

3ò of rain?  

Occasionally, you 

need to clean out 

the drains in your 

doors. 

 

 

And, did I mention ñLove Bugs?ò 
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Actually, the Love Bugs might warrant a second 

picture.   
 

Following is the SR-2 front tire/wheel showing the 

Halibrand magnesium knock-off wheel, period 

correct Firestone racing tires and the Corvette 

emblem in the knockoff spinner. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These three 

pictures show 

the side brake air 

intake scoop. It starts as the end of the side cove and actually ducts 

through the door.  (if you look carefully in the picture directly 

below (looking from the rear of the door forward) you can see the 

crossed flags on the cove. And, the last picture of this series shows 

the duct continuing in the rear quarter where it exits to cool the 

brakes. 

 

 

This is the driver's "door panel." As a race car there's no need for 

any door hardware but (as 

usual for the day) GM 

made sure it still looked 

good.  

 

 

The odometer shows less 

than 10,000 actual miles. 
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Here we have the instrument panel and 

driver's side. Note the aluminum non-slip 

pedals and the 8000rpm tach in a special 

housing. 
. 

Here is the tail light assembly. They 

looked like 1958s, but this car was built in 

1956; these are the prototypes for 1958.  

There are no markings what-so-ever on the 

lenses (i.e., a production lens has "GUIDE 

58" etc. marked on the top edge). 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

This picture shows the 

"weave" of the hand 

built lightweight body 

(similar to a 1953). This 

car weighed in at 2200 

lbs! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Notice the dual windscreens.  Note the split in the center in 

front of the mirror; the passenger side could be removed and 

replaced with a tonneau cover for better aerodynamics. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Here is a picture of the hood louvers (again, a harbinger 

of 1958), but these are fully functional! 
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The primary mode of transportation at the Sarasota Hooterôs 

 

After a long hard day of car showing ï time for a cool one at 

Hooterôs. 

 

 

 

 
St Armands Circle 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly at Muscle Car City.  

Part of the collection of 50 Corvettes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rest, or most of the rest, of the Corvette Display at Muscle 

Car City. 

 

 

FROM THE DRIVERôS SEAT  
By President Mike Russo 
 

Hi Solid Axle Enthusiasts, 
 

Not much to report from ñup Northò   
 

Karen & I have returned to our roots and are preparing 

for another Corvette Summer in PA.   The weather ñup 

hereò is great this time of year and the cars are coming 

out of hibernation in droves.   
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Sorry we werenôt able to attend the SSSACC Spring 

event in Sarasota.  Hope everyone had a great time!  

Thanks to all members for their help with our 2011 

events. 
 

I really hope to see some of our Sunshine State chapter 

members at Carlisle in August.  When you get there, 

make sure you stop by the solid axle tent at gate 3.  

(Hopefully, Ron will finish the front end of his ô61, so 

we can all see it.) 
 

Happy Motoring, 

Mike (Snip) Russo 
 
 

SSSACC  Membership Stood at 40, on 

10 May 2011  
 

MEMBER MAP. Our membership is scatter across the state 

of Florida along with six members from other states along 

the Eastern Seaboard. 

 
MEMBER CAR COUNT 
Club owners have Corvettes of the following years.  As of 

10 May 2011, our 40 members owned 72 Corvettes (an 

average of just under 2 Corvettes per member).  The 

numbers break out as follows: 
 

1953 -    0 Car(s) 

1954 -    3 

1955 -    3 

1956 -    2 

1957 -  10 

1958 -    2 

1959 -    5 

1960     5 

1961 -  10 

1962 -    8 

Total C1            48 

C2 Models    7 

Others   17   

 

CARLISLE 2011 
By Ron Dill 
 

Next year will be the 50
th
 birthday bash at Carlisle for 

1961 Corvettes.  Start planning ï now ï to take your 

car to Carlisle for the bash.  Carlisle productions has 

updated their web site for 2011, 

http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/corvettes/ ï 

check them out for details or call their office at 717- 

243-7855.  The man in charge of this effort is Joseph 

V. Clemente, 610-212-9607 or e-mail at 

MR35TH@aol.com.  
 

WANT ADS 
By Ron Dill 
 

FOR SALE:  
For Sale 1959 Corvette, 283/290 Fuel Injected 

Black/Sateen Silver coves and Red Interior.  All correct all 

matching, nut & bolt NCRS Restoration completed in 2010.  

Absolutely no expense spared on this restoration.  Will be 

Top Flight Judged this Spring.  Serious inquiries only.  

SSSACC # 17, Brian Whitehead, Cell 301-440-8400, or e-

mail bdperformance@comcast.net.  
 

For Sale 1963 Corvette Grand Sport Convertible, 

Penske Sunoco Racing Tribute.  Blue/Black Interior.  

Fresh 350/450 HP w/Brodix heads & Intake.  Fresh 

Tremec 5 Speed, Dana 44 Rear.  A Stunning Auto 

based on a tube Chassis with fresh C-4 brakes, running 

gear, Koni Adjustible coil Overs.  A perfect 10 to 

cruise or vintage race.  Serious inquiries only.  Brian 

Whitehead, SSSACC # 17, Cell 301-440-8400 or e-

mail bdperformance@comcast.net. 

 

http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/corvettes/
mailto:MR35TH@aol.com
mailto:bdperformance@comcast.net
mailto:bdperformance@comcast.net
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1964 Corvette For Sale or trade for a C-1.  The price 

was recently lowered to $65,000 firm.  It is a rare 

Fuelie, Frame Off Restoration, All Original, numbers 

matching.  The car is 1 of 1,325 made with a 375 HP in 

a coupe.  Vin is 40837S103678.  Engine L-84, 375 HP, 

M20 4 Speed, Daytona Blue, Blue Leather Trim, 370 

Positraction Axle, Quick take-off wheels, 670X15 4 

Ply BW, Vacuum Power Brakes, PB AM/FM Radio, 

Tinted Glass, Tinted Windshield, Window Sticker, 

Jack and a lot more.  Joe Connolly, MASACC # 195, 

e-mail wkender@gmail.com or Cell at 973-703-5513. 
  

ó53/ô55 Door strikers For Sale.  Sold only in pairs, 

satisfaction guaranteed or just return them.  Bob 

Traintafillos, MASACC # 205, Call 203-888-8802. 
 

For Sale C-1 Original Pot Metal headlight bucket 

for ô53-ô55, $275.00. This item is in perfect condition 

and has never been damaged.  This same item lists for 

$375.00 in Grossmullers catalog.  John Battista, SACC 

# 1835, MASACC # 16, SSSACC # 9 & NCRS 

#25600, 54vette@comcast.net, or 302-381-9786. 
 

For Sale a new, never installed 61-62 WHITE 

Convertible top skin (no pads), still in the box from 

Al Knoch.  Asking $200 plus shipping.  Hal Emrich, 

MASACC # 170, Phone 215-353-8243, located in 

Eastern PA 
 

For Sale Tires, they were used on my 60 Vette for 

NCRS Judging this past Jan. and July, 2010.  The car 

received a Top Flight at both judging events.  They are 

Coker 670-15 black walls with about 200 miles on 

them (the spare is new with no miles on it). All five 

tires are in excellent shape with all the nubs on the 

sides.  Asking $400.00 plus shipping for all five tires. 

Contact Wayne Withrow, at (352) 683-4675 or e-mail 

at wcwithr@hotmail.com. SSSACC #24 
 
 

!!!NOTICE!!!  CARLISLE PARKING  
By Ron Dill 
 

As they say ï ñThe times, they are a changing.ò  We have 

received a letter from Carlisle Productions regarding the 

traditional SACC/MASACC reserved space at Carlisle. 
 

Essentially, to retain our reserved space, just inside gate #3 

(or any reserved space at future Corvettes at Carlisle 

events), we need to have a minimum of 20 pre-registered 

cars!  Also, they will only reserve the number of parking 

spaces based on the number of pre-registered cars, so no 

more holding spaces for daily ñdrive-ins.ò 
 

We always end up with enough cars on Friday & Saturday 

to meet the new minimum; however, many of our members 

don't always pre-register.  Or, if they pre-registered, they 

may not choose the ñSolid Axle Corvette Clubò from the 

drop down listing as their club affiliation.  Some may leave 

the space blank, some may fill in MASACC, SSSACC, 

NCRS or another local club in the fill in block.  

Unfortunately, filling in SACC, MASSACC or SSSACC 

presents a problem because when tabulating club totals, the 

computer does not recognize any of these as being Solid 

Axle Corvette related clubs.  
 

So, we know that many of our members are also NCRS, 

NCCC or other Corvette Club members ï but if you plan to 

park at the SACC tent inside gate 3 on Friday or Saturday, 

we encouraging pre-registration and please choose the 

ñSolid Axle Corvette Clubò from the drop down list when 

registering. 
 

(Note:  This does not appear to be an effort on the part of Carlisle 

Productions to pick on us, specifically; the letter went to all clubs 

that have reserved space at Carlisle.  However, we are a small 

organization with a very lucrative parking area so we need to 

comply with the rules and watch our space carefully. Editor)  
 

SAVE A TREE - UPDATE 
By Ron Dill 
 

Iôm sure you all noticed J, we have included a check off 

block on the new 2011 SSSACC membership application 

where you can arrange for your quarterly newsletter to be 

delivered via e-mail rather than by snail mail. 
 

At this point, 40 members have renewed their dues and 11, 

or a little over 25% of the renewals have elected to receive 

the Solid Times by e-mail.   
 

 

LESSONS LEARNED 
By Ron Dill 
 

As I have been working on my ô61 trying to get it ready for 

the Birthday Bash at Carlisle, Iôve kept some notes on my 

activities.  Thinking that there just might be a time when I 

needed some filler in the News Letter ï well, this looks like 

a good time for a little filler. 
 

Glove Box Lid.  I was planning on painting my Glove Box 

Lid and I had taken the lid off and removed the stainless 

trim but could not figure out how to remove the lock 

mechanism.  So, as best I could, I sanded the lid and then 

carefully applied masking tape to the lock both on the front 

and rear.  I primered the lid and could tell that I was not 

going to be happy with my masking job on either the front 

or the rear of the lid.  
 

About this time I discovered a posting on the Corvette 

Forum by SACC Member Tom Parsons that explained how 

to remove the lock from the lid.  So, I printed off his 

excellent instructions and went off to the garage to do the 

job right ï three hours later I gave up ï nothing I could do 

would budge the lock.  Off I went, down the street to 

mailto:wkender@gmail.com
mailto:54vette@comcast.net
mailto:wcwithr@hotmail.com
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another, and significantly smarter, Corvette handy man.  I 

explained my problem and gave him the part and the 

instructions ï an hour later he gave up as well.  Clearly there 

was something about this that we just did not get!!! 
 

Not being one to give up too easily I headed for the yellow 

pages, where I soon discovered that most local lock shops 

were out of business or worked only from some sort of 

mobile facility.  However, I did find one shop that had been 

in business for over 50 years and was still operated by the 

original owner.  I thought, ñI bet he has done this beforeò 

and I went to see him.  The gentleman was something North 

of 70, and said heôd seen these locks before.  I thought 

success was at hand.  However, it still took him about 30 

minutes to get it apart and he refused any payment. 
 

Now that it was apart, I could properly sand the lid and use 

the buffer on the lock bezel.  Iôm happy with the looks.  
 

So, in case you want to try this yourselves, Iôve paraphrased 

the instructions provided by Mr Parsons below. 
 

1. This is a whole lot easier with the lid removed 

from the car. 
 

2. The lock cylinder 

needs to be oriented 

straight up and down 

as indicated in the 

picture.  Once the 

cylinder is oriented 

up and down, the 

key may be removed 

from the lock as it 

serves no further purpose. 
 

3. On the top of the lock mechanism on the inside 

of the lid is a small square hole.  When you look 

in the hole you can see a small 

tab that sticks up.  It is spring 

loaded and using a sharp or small 

tool press the tab down.  That 

will allow the lock cylinder to 

ñpop outò of the lock case. 
 

4. In the picture 

to the right of 

the lock 

cylinder, the 

first tab is the 

one that holds 

the cylinder in 

the case.  It is 

metal colored, 

the other tabs work with the key and they are 

brass colored. 
 

5. Once the lock cylinder is out of the case you can 

remove the lock housing.  The inside of the lock 

bezel is hex shaped.  It screws to the lock 

housing on the 

inside of the lid.  

I made a tool to 

fit inside the 

bezel out of a 

5/16ò hex headed 

bolt.  The head of 

the bolt is a 

shade too big to 

fit into the bezel.  So, I used the bench grinder 

and ground about .010ò off of each of the hex 

sided flats.  This makes the bolt head a bit small 

to be used with a socket.  But, once ground a 

little smaller, I grasped the threaded shaft of the 

bolt with Vice Grips and inserted the head into 

the bezel.  It turned out easily. 
 

6. The key housing inside the lid is keyed so it will 

go back together correctly ï but it does not hurt 

to remember the lock operates with the little paw 

or tang on the back of the case pointed up. 
 

7. When you put this back together, the lock 

cylinder just slips into the case ï you may need 

to depress the lock tab slightly to get it to fit into 

the bezel and case. 
 

8. NOW a word of 

warning ---- 

The lock 

cylinder goes 

back in the case 

so that the lock 

would be up and 

down with the 

key teeth pointed 

down.  I 

understand that 

you can insert 

the cylinder 

upside down ï 

and it is VERY  

difficult to remove if you happen to put it in 

upside down. 
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Spare Tire.  As I get closer to getting my old car back on 

the road, Iôve started investigating spare tires.  Years ago, I 

had bought 5 Coker wide white wall tires in P205/75R15.  

They have been mounted and the corner of the garage, all 

covered up, for much longer than I care to remember.  Since 

these are the recommended size tires to replace the old 

670/15 bias tires that originally came on the car ï I assumed 

that there would be no problem putting them on the trunk 

spare tire well.  Of course, as most everyone else in the 

world knows, the tire does fit in the well but it is too wide or 

thick to allow the spare tire board to fit down in the groves 

around the lip of the well ï as a result the trunk mat does not 

lay flat.  The tire actually measures 7.5ò thick which would 

make it about 7/8ò too thick to allow the spare board to be 

used properly. 
 

And, I have some Crager SS mounted P215/75R-15 tires 

that measure approximately 8 1/8ò thick so they would 

certainly not fit the well any better. 
 

Since I wanted the trunk mat to fit flat and it was time to 

consider my options.  I was told that one of the solutions 

was to let all the air out of the Coker spare and carry one of 

the emergency inflation air bottles.  Sounded like a good 

idea to me so I let all the air (pretty much vintage air) out of 

the tire and then measured the cross section ï the difference 

between inflated and no air was only ıò ï so, clearly this 

was not the answer. 
 

I looked for a 670/15 tire at Carlisle and found several but I 

did not think that any of them would make a very reliable 

spare as they were all nearly 50 years old. 
 

I then thought that a new 670/15 bias ply from Coker would 

be the answer.  However, the new DOT marked tires are 

thicker than the original tires and the new 670 probably 

would not fit either since it would be about 7ò thick.  I, then, 

considered going to a smaller 600/15 bias tire, at 6ò thick it 

would fit but the height of the tire presented a bit of a 

problem.  
 

My car is positraction equipped and if the spare is used on 

the rear, it needs to be roughly the same height as the other 

tire.  Otherwise you run the risk of overheating and 

damaging the positraction unit.  The Coker tires (P205/75R-

15) are approximately 26.7ò tall and the Crager mounted 

(P215/75R-15) tires are approximately 27.1ò tall.  So, I 

needed something either close to the Coker height or 

something between the two tire heights.   
 

As I was thinking about this problem, Iôd mentioned it to 

Sebring Bill and he said ñhey, no problem, get a S-10 

Pickup truck space saver spare.  It is the right height, has the 

right bolt pattern and is thin enough to fit in the spare tire 

well.ò  And, better yet, they usually went for about $40 at 

the salvage yards.   
 

So, off to the local salvage yard to obtain a S-10 Spare.  It 

fit!!!  The tire (T155/90D16) is approximately 6ò thick and 

roughly 26.8ò tall.  It was terribly dirty so I decided to clean 

it up and paint the wheel before I put it in the spare tire well.  

So, after I cleaned it up and gave it a shot of primer, I 

thought, knowing Sebring Bill, maybe I ought to try the 

spare on the car before I invested too much more time in it ï 

after all ï it 

might not fit.  I 

tried it on the 

car and as you 

can see from 

this picture, it 

did not fit.  The 

front hub was 

something 

between .020 

and .045ò too 

big to go in the 

center hole of 

the wheel.  A very determined person might be able to force 

the wheel onto the hub far enough to engage the lug nuts, 

but Iôm not sure they would be able to get it off after the 

lugs had been tightened down one time. 
 

I took a grinding 

wheel on my power 

drill and ground the 

hub hole in the 

wheel out slightly.  I 

did not need to 

remove much metal 

and very soon the 

wheel would slip 

down over the hub 

with no problem. 

 


